Waterloo & April Fool's! 
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We’ve reached the Final Four in college basketball, and baseball has just concluded its 
first series of opening week, which means that we must be at the beginning of April. As 
such, it’s time for another grouping of art and historical medals. First up are a pair of 
interesting and intriguing—and rather modern—art medals from Great Britain... 


This impressive and majestic medal—one of just five produced, and the only such 
example in silvered bronze—was issued in 2013 and touches upon the topic of ivory 
exploitation. The designer, Kyosun Jung, wanted to make a statement regarding the ban 
on the ivory trade and the lack of real effects that it has had upon the slaughter of such 
innocent animals merely for their “trophies.” This design earned her great accolades, and 
served as an early piece in her silversmithing career. 


Meanwhile, this fairly avant garde medal from 2002, entitled “Dreams of a Dying Moth” 
presents a great balance between simplicity of design and strength in both texture and 
meaning... 


One of just 29 produced, this issue from Lucy Willow of the British Art Medal Society 
explores the themes around fatal attraction in the natural world. 


Switching to something of an even greater magnitude with respect to size, there is this 
electrotype of the great Waterloo medal designed by Benedetto Pistrucci... 


The story for this majestic piece is well worth the read (especially since most of the 
references and citations that one encounters seem to have conflated facts), and points to 
the rarity of such examples that were actually copper-filled and extant as a single piece. 


Going back in time that much further, one arrives at our next medal, a mid-to-late 19th 
century casting of the original (virtually unobtainable), and one that stays fairly true to 
said original. The story surrounding the issuance of such pieces may have been on 
account of a plague circulating in London in 1574, and the badges may have been worn 
by those close to the queen in order that they keep her in their thoughts should some 
illness arise... 


——————— $0000“ 


For the lovers of colors, we have an enticing trio of PCGS slabbed silver toners, starting 
with this charming 1817 medal from Dresden... 


Featuring the All-Seeing Eye, it was issued on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of 
the Reformation in Dresden. What’s even more intriguing, besides its colorful toning and 
great level of preservation, is the fact that it shows evidence of an undertype. Rather than 
being struck upon a freshly-made planchet, it was instead struck upon a local 1/12 taler 
minor of the era. 


Meanwhile, this pair of vibrant World War |-related medals from Germany, both graded 
SP-63, no doubt presents unique flair through their exceptional iridescence... 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of this 
newsletter. We'll be back again in the middle of the month with a grouping of extremely 
choice and enticing Wiener architectural medals. 
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